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3, SUMMARY* THE CURRENT CORDIALITY IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPU8LIC OP AFGHANISTAN CORA) AND THE SOVIET UNION 
MAS DRAMATICALLY MANIFESTED IN THE ATTENDANCE OF PRESIDENT 
TARAXI ANO ALL MEMBERS OF THE POLITBUREAU AND THE CABINET AT 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY'S NOVEMBER 7 RECEPTION AND THE PRESS 
ATTENTION GIVEN THIS. ALTHOUGH FOREIGN MINISTER NAPIZULLAH 
AMIN CONSPICOUSLY ARRIVED AND DEPARTED WTH TARAXI, IT HAS 
TARAKI *HQ HAS THE PRIMARY FQCUS OF ATTENTION. NEVERTHELESS, 
JUDGING FROM AMIN'S CONSTANT PROXIMITY TO TARAKI AND THE 
DEFERENCE SHGHN TO BOTH TARAXI AND AMIN, ONE IS INELUCTABLY LED 
TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE HE* REGIME REMAINS 
IN THE HANDS OF THESE T*0 MEN. THE BLATANT DEMONSTRATION OF 
FRIENDSHIP FOR THE SOVIET UNION IS LIKELY MORE THAN SYMBOLIC. 
CONCERNED BY CONTINUED DISTURBANCES IN THE TRIBAL AREAS AND BY 
ALLEGED EVIDENCE THAT ANTI-ORA ELEMENTS ARE BEING ASSISTED 
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FROM THE OUTSIDE, THE NS* REGIME MAY PEEL ACUTELY THAT IT 
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IS THREATEHEO AHO THAT !T RUST. THEREPORE, RELY OR THE SOVIET 
UttlOR AS ITS ULTIRATE PROTECTOR. WCTHER THE SOVIET LEADER- 
SHIP *el comes such a buroeh beirs placed upqr it cah perhaps 
ac ahsuereq ietter ih naseo* thah here, eho suhhary. 

?. PRESIOERT TARAJCI, HEH8ERS OP THE POLITBUREAU AHO CA8IRET 
AHO CHIEFS OP RISSIOR OP THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS MERE RECEIVED 
AHO EHTERTAIHEO IR A ROOK SEPARATE PROW THE REHAIHOER OP 
THE QUESTS. THE HIGHEST RARCIR8 SOVIET QUEST HAS SERGEY 
PEOOROVICH, SOVIET HIHISTER OP THE HEAT AHO DAIRY IMOUSTRY 
AHO PRESIOEHT OP THE SOYIET-APBHAH PRIEHOSHIP SOCIETY. TARASI, 
ALTHOUGH A SIT TIREO L00KIR8, PARTICIPATED PULLY IH THE QIS- 
CUSSIORS *HICH TOO* PLACE 8ET*EEH HIS AP8HAR COLLEAGUES AHO 
THE SOVIETS OURIRQ THE ERTIRE HOUR AHO A NALP THAT HE AHO 
AMR ATTEROEO THE RECEPTIOH. REW8ERS OP HIS CA8IRET W«0 COR- 
8REGATE0 THE CLOSEST ARQUHO TARMI MERE: RAPIIULLAH ARIN. 
OR. SHSH MALI (HIHISTER OP PU8LIC HEALTH), A80UL CARIH HISAO 
CHIHISTER OP PIHAHCE), ABOUL JAUUARI CHIHISTER OP JUSTICE, 
AHO OR. SALEH HOMAHKAO IIRI CHIHISTER OP AGRICULTURE). ALTHOUGH 
RUHORS PERSIST THAT OASTAGIR PARjSHIRI. CHIHISTER OP PU8LIC 
*ORKS>, SULAIHAH LAIO CHIHISTER OP RADIO AHO TELEVISION, AHO 
MOKAHHAO HASSAH BAREO SHAPE Yf CHIHISTER OP CULTURE AHO IRPQR- 
RATIOR) ARE OH THE 8KI06, THEY HERE ALSO PRESERT AHO OH 
BEERIHGLY 8000 TERHS illTH THEIR CABINET COLLEAGUES. THE 
EHTIRE CA8IHET SEEHEO TO 8E RELAXED AHO IH 9000 SPIRITS, telTH 
HOST ERjOVIR* THE UHEH0IH8 SUPPLY OP VQO«A AHO POOO HHICH HERE 
SERVED . 
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CENTER OF TOWN TO THE SOVIET EHSASSY WAS VERY TtQHT* AAKEO 
SOLDIERS WERE SPACED ALONG EITHER SIDE OF THE ROAD ABOUT 
EVERY *«-*0 YARDS, TRAFFIC ALONG THE ROUTE TO THE EMBASSY 
HAS STRICTLY CONTROLLED. 

S. COHHENTi WHILE THE MEMBERS OF THE POLITBUREAU AM) CABINET 
APPEARED RELAXED AW) CONVIVIAL. RUMORS PERSIST THAT THERE IS 
RESENTMENT Si | THIN THE LEADERSHIP REGARDING AHIN'S HIGH- 
HANDED BEHAVIOR. ! DO HOT DISCOUNT THESE RUMORS OR IGNORE 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE APPEARANCE OF THE EHTtRE CABIHET 
NEAOEO BY TARAKI WAS DESIGNED TO CONVEY A PUBLIC IMAGE QF 
UNITY ANO COKESIVENESS. THE QUTWARO SHOW QF CLOSENESS TO THE 
SOVIETS WAS PROBABLY MORE THAH SYMBOLIC. ONGOING DISTURBANCES 
IN THE TRIBAL AREAS AHO ELSEWHERE C0N8INS0 WITH THE BELIEF THAT 
OUTSIDE FORCES ARE ASSISTING ELEMENTS INTENT UPON SUBVERTING 
THE KHALOI REGIME, HAVE PERHAPS LEO THIS REGIME TO CONCLUDE 
THAT ITS FUTURE HAY NOT BE ENTIRELY ASSURED. PROM THE VIEW- 
POINT OF TARAKI AND AHIN % THE SOVIET UNION IS LIKELY SEEN HOT 
ONLY AS A SOURCE OF ECONOMIC, MILITARY AND MORAL SUPPORT, 9UT 
AS A POWER WHICH WOULO* PROTECT AND EVEN DEFEND THIS 'PROLETARIAN 
REGIME* IN THE EVENT ITS EXISTENCE IS ACUTELY THREATENED. IT 
IS, OTHERWISE, OIFPICULT TO EXPLAIN WHY TARAKI AND HIS ASSOC- 
IATES SHOULD HAVE HADE SUCH A PUBLIC DISPLAY OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP 
OR WHY AMIN SHOULD HAVE SUNG SUCH HIGH PRAISES OF THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION IN HIS SPEECH OF NOVEMBER 7. INTERNALLY, SUCH 
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BEHAVIOR ANO CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH THE SOVIETS WOULD ONLY 
DEEPEN SUSPICIONS AMONG THE POPULATION THAT THE NEW REGIME IS 
BENT UPON PURSUING A SOCIALIST OR COMMUNIST COURSE ANO THERE- 
FORE STRENGTHEN THE DETERMINATION TO RESIST. PRESUMABLY, THIS 
RISK WAS WORTH TAKING IN AN EFFORT TO CONVINCE THE SOVIETS TO 
OEFENO THE NEW REGIME IF THE THREAT TO ITS EXISTENCE MATERIALIZES. 
A SIDE BENEFIT TO THIS MANIFESTATION OF FRIENDSHIP, PARTICU- 
LARLY BY TARAKI AND AMIN, MIGHT WELL 8E TO CONVINCE THE 
SOVIETS THAT THEIR TRUE FRIENDS ARE PRESENTLY IN POWER AND 
THAT THERE IS, THEREFORE, NO REASON TO CONSIDER THE EXRE0 
PARCHAMJ5TS AS AN ALTERNATIVE SHOULD THE PRESENT GROUP SOME- 
HOW FALTER GRIEVOUSLY FROM THE SOVIET PERSPECTIVE. WE HAVE 
NO INOICATION THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE SUCH A POSSIBILITY IN NINO 
— EXCEPT FOR THE LOGIC OF IT — BUT TARAKI ANO AMIN MAY BELIEVE 
THIS TO BE A FUTURE POSSIBILITY. FINALLY, IF THERE IS RESENT- 
MENT OF AMIN*S ARBITRARINESS AMONG SOME QF HIS COLLEAGUES. 
HE MAY WELL HAVE BEEN EAGER THROUGH HIS EFFUSItE SPEECH Q* 
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WUOH TO fKSURE WOSCOJl'S SUPPORT AS Tfc£ STRUQSLC ?Oft PQ*£R AMO 
POSITION CCMTIHUCt *ITM AFGMAMSTAft'S CUftftCflT LEADERSHIP. . 
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